
Registering online is quick & easy!

ENROLL BY JANUARY 31  
AND SAVE 10%!

AGES 2-12

Voted Best Summer Camp in Baltimore County



General Information 
Summer Nature Camp at Irvine offers children 
an excellent opportunity to learn about 
Maryland’s ecology and natural history by 
exploring and playing in nearly 210 acres of 
woodlands, meadows, wetlands and streams  
at Irvine and other Maryland locations. We  
get up, get active and get outdoors daily!

No two seasons at Summer Nature Camp 
are alike!

Camp Highlights
 •  Week-long day camps from June 13 - 

August 26.

 •  Camp days are designed by professional 
Early Childhood Educators and 
experienced Naturalists with your child’s 
enjoyment and safety in mind.

 •  Every camp features animal encounters 
and outdoor exploration.

 •  Small group sizes allow for hands-on 
learning and a great bonding experience.

 •  Summer Nature Camp is a Maryland 
state-certified youth camp. 

 •  Group sizes are small (camper to staff 
ratio of 10:1 or lower). 

 •  We strive to give you the greatest value a 
summer day camp can offer. 

Irvine Members Save!
Irvine depends on its members. Their 
contributions help cover the cost of 
programs, trail maintenance and  
animal care. 

Family level members receive priority 
registration and more than 10% off 
children’s Summer Nature Camp. Sign up 
one child for two or three weeks of camp 
and the membership pays for itself!

Our Staff
Each camp session will be led by Camp 
Counselor staff, Junior Counselor staff and 
Youth Leader volunteers. These energetic 
leaders provide a safe, fun and educational 
outdoor experience for campers of all ages. All 
counselors are First Aid and CPR certified, 
required to pass a background check and 
receive training in early childhood education, 
Maryland natural history and more. They 
are integral to our mission to inspire kids to 
explore, respect and protect nature!

Before/After Care
Before care is available 8-9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday. Campers participating  
in before care may be dropped off as early  
as 8 a.m. and will be supervised until  
camp begins. Doors do not open before 8.  
Cost: $37.50 per week.

After care is available 4-6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Only campers enrolled in 
camps ending at 4 p.m. or later can participate 
in this extended care option. There is no 
after care on Fridays for participants in 
Thursday night campouts. Cost: $75 per  
week or $25 per day.



AGES: 2-3 YEAR OLDS, WITH PARENT

Caregiver and child discover the wonders 
of nature together, hand in hand. Venture 
through the forest and dash through the 
meadow during a week of sensory outdoor 
fun! We meet animals, examine natural 
artifacts, play games and sing songs –  
it’s a wholesome way to discover the  
natural world. 

A parent or guardian must accompany each 
child in this camp; regrettably, siblings are 
unable to attend.

DATES:
June 13-17
July 11-15
August 1-5   

TIME:
9:30 – 11 a.m. 

COST:
$135 ($110 for Members)

Buds



AGE: 3 YEAR OLDS

This is an enriching first camp experience for 
three-year-olds as they engage in fun, hands-on 
nature games and activities in a small group 
setting. Campers enjoy trail walks, animal 
encounters, puppets, songs, stories and art 
projects. Unlike Buds, this session does not 
include a parent or guardian. Campers must  
be potty trained.There are two themes. 

Sensing Nature: Campers use all of their 
senses to experience nature each day. We listen 
for bird calls, smell flowers, see wildlife, touch 
interesting plants and taste sweet berries. 
Campers also learn how different animals  
use their senses!

Puddle Stompers: Like to get wet? We 
thought so! Tots explore aquatic themes  
and frolic like frogs in the muddy places  
they inhabit at Irvine.

DATES:
June 20-24 (Sensing Nature) 

June 27-July 1 (Puddle Stompers) 
July 18-22 (Sensing Nature) 
July 25-29 (Puddle Stompers) 
August 8-12 (Sensing Nature) 

August 15-19 (Puddle Stompers)

TIME:
9 – 11 a.m.

COST:
$175 ($135 for Members)

Tadpoles



AGE: 4 YEAR OLDS

Your little camper will be all a-flutter 
during a week of outdoor fun! Curious 
kids love these camps, designed to provide 
fun, hands-on experiences in the natural 
world. Campers investigate nature each day 
through trail walks, live animal encounters, 
puppet shows, games, art projects and more.  
There are three themes. 

Doodlebugs: If animals inspire your little 
budding artist, then join us for a creative week! 
Each day includes an art project for reflecting 
on the beautiful, weird and wonderful aspects 
of wildlife. 

Water Everywhere: Plants and animals need 
water for many reasons. Find out why during 
this week of fun camp! Campers venture to 
aquatic habitats for some muddy, squishy fun. 
Be prepared to get wet each day!

Fuzzy Wuzzies: From cute and cuddly to 
grouchy and prickly, your kiddo will get a 
closer look at the animals that call Irvine 
home. We trek to wild places in search of local 
creatures and meet live animals each day! 

DATES:
June 13-17 (Doodlebugs) 

June 20-24 (Water Everywhere) 
June 27-July 1 (Fuzzy Wuzzies) 

July 11-15 (Doodlebugs)
July 18-22 (Water Everywhere)

July 25-29 (Fuzzy Wuzzies)
August 1-5 (Doodlebugs)

August 8-12 (Water Everywhere)
August 15-19 (Fuzzy Wuzzies)

August 22-26 (Doodlebugs) 

TIME:
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. (includes lunchtime)

COST:
$240 ($200 for Members)

Sprouts



DATES:
June 13-17 (Wiggly Worms)

June 20-24 (Junior Naturalists) 
June 27-July 1 (Cooking with Nature) 

July 11-15 (Wiggly Worms)
July 18-22 (Junior Naturalists) 

July 25-29 (Cooking with Nature)
August 1-5 (Wiggly Worms)

August 8-12 (Junior Naturalists)
August 15-19 (Cooking with Nature)

August 22-26 (Wiggly Worms)

TIME:
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

COST:
$400 ($330 for Members)

AGES: 5-6 YEAR OLDS

Sweep for insects, explore the stream and  
laugh and sing with the animals! These 
and other fun learning opportunities await 
your child. Young campers love this sensory 
approach to exploring the great outdoors! 
Fun-filled activities include trail walks, nature 
games, crafts, stories and animal encounters. 
We’ll have a midday quiet time for campers  
to rest their heads and legs before continuing 
our adventures in the afternoon. There are 
three themes. 

Junior Naturalists: What does it take to be  
a naturalist? Campers spend the week learning 
from Irvine’s naturalists, exploring the habitats 
on Irvine’s property and officially becoming 

“Junior Naturalists” by the end of the week!

Cooking with Nature: Cooking provides  
a sensory rich way for children to learn about 
the natural world. We’ll connect closely with 
our food, grow a garden and meet some 
garden “pests” and helpers. We may even  
make mud pie! Wonderful adventures ensue 
each day.

Wiggly Worms: Your child will love digging 
in the dirt as we explore the world of worms. 
Where does soil come from? How do plants 
grow? What lives under a log? Hands on 
activities answer these questions and more. 
Please make sure campers are dressed for 
wonderfully messy nature and art exploration!

Discovery



DATES:
June 20-24 (Yarr! Pirates!) 

June 27-July 1 (Amazing Adaptations) 
July 11-15 (Animal Caretakers) 

July 18-22 (Yarr! Pirates!)
July 25-29 (Animal Caretakers)

August 1-5 (Amazing Adaptations)
August 8-12 (Animal Caretakers) 

August 15-19 (Yarr! Pirates!) 

TIME:
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

(Animal Caretakers; Amazing Adaptations)

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.,  
Monday through Wednesday;  

and 9 a.m. Thursday  
through 10 a.m. Friday  

(Yarr! Pirates!)

COST:
$410 ($340 for Members)

Explorers
AGES: 7-9 YEAR OLDS

Campers investigate their natural 
surroundings and learn to understand the 
relationships of wildlife and the ecosystem. 
Each day lets your child be a real explorer, 
using science in fun ways to better know the 
natural world! Environmental games, animal 
encounters, nature crafts, interactive stories 
and other nature activities help to illustrate 
and reinforce the ecological concepts covered 
in daily adventures. There are three themes.

Amazing Adaptations: How does a bee 
make honey? Where do monarchs go in the 
winter? Why does an owl spit up pellets? 
Animals and plants have developed incredible 
adaptations to help them survive in the wild. 
Campers explore different ecosystems to 
uncover these secrets through observation 
and experiments. They’ll never look at the 
backyard the same way again! Includes an 
offsite excursion to Robinson Nature Center  
for an encounter with aquatic creatures.

Animal Caretakers: If your child wants to 
be a veterinarian, zookeeper, or a park ranger, 
then they will love our Animal Caretakers 
camp! Campers spend some time each day 
assisting Irvine’s animal care staff and trail 
maintenance crew to care for our educational 
and wild animals. We also travel offsite to 
visit a local organization to see other ways 
people are working to make the world a 
better place for wildlife.

Yarr! Pirates!: Imagine exploring new lands 
and trying to make sense of them. We’ll 
go back in time and look at Irvine’s acres 
through the eyes of a pirate searching for a 
place to bury treasure. Campers learn how to 
read maps, make a compass, identify plants 
and animals, and navigate with the night sky. 
We’ll even stay out under the stars during a 
fun night of camping! There is no pick up on 
Thursday afternoon due to the campout. Camp 
ends at 10 a.m. on Friday (no after care on 
Friday). Irvine provides tents, Thursday dinner 
and Friday breakfast.



AGES: 10-12 YEAR OLDS

Irvine’s Adventure Camps introduce campers 
to more focused topics. We use STEM 
principles, outdoor recreation and even 
cooking to better understand the natural world. 
Each of these camps features offsite excursions. 
There are  
five themes.

Aquatic Adventures: Dive into aquatic studies 
this summer by exploring in the most hands-
on way possible –getting wet! Day trips allow 
for water experiences such as seining, canoeing 
and swimming in different locales around the 
Greater Baltimore area. We give the camp an 
educational twist by integrating topics such as 
watersheds, aquatic animals, water quality and 
ways keep our waterways pristine.  

Hike, Bike, Canoe: An annual favorite of 
staff and campers! Every day we explore the 
diversity of plants and animals by foot, bike 
or paddle, and discover the best practices 
for outdoor recreation and nature to coexist. 
Most expeditions provide the perfect 
opportunity for swimming! The week 
culminates with a campout on Thursday 
night at Irvine. Bicycle trip is Wednesday – 
drop-off and pick-up is the Torrey C. Brown 
Papermill Rd. trailhead. When registering, 
please indicate if your child requires a bike 
rental and Irvine will make arrangements. 
There is no pick-up Thursday afternoon. Camp 
ends at 10 a.m. on Friday.* 

Chesapeake Chefs: This is far more than a 
cooking camp! Campers travel throughout the 
forest, farmland and Bay to discover where 
our food comes from and how our eating 
habits impact the world around us. We explore 
that impact while using biology, chemistry 
and nutrition to make all types of culinary 
creations. In between picking berries and 
catching blue crabs, campers learn how to 
prepare delicious dishes out of local foods. 

Wilderness Survival: Campers become 
survivors as they learn the importance of 
shelter, water, fire and food and how to find 
them in the wild. Each day highlights survival 
skills for different situations including hiking, 
canoeing and fire making! On Wednesday and 
Thursday nights, campers put their skills to the 
test during overnight campouts at Irvine. No 
previous outdoor experience needed. Camp 
ends at 10 a.m. on Friday. Most equipment  
is provided.*

*Irvine provides tents, dinners and breakfasts for 
all campouts. A packing list will be provided.

Adventure



Adventure
DATES:

June 20-24 (Aquatic Adventures)
June 27 - July 1 (Hike, Bike, Canoe) 

July 11-15 (Wilderness Survival)
July 18-22 (Chesapeake Chefs) 

July 25-29 (Nature Photography)

TIME:
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

(Chesapeake Chefs, Nature Photography  
and Aquatic Adventures) 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.,  
Monday through Wednesday;  
and 9 a.m. Thursday through  

10 a.m. Friday  
(Hike, Bike, Canoe)

9 a.m. – 4.p.m.,  
Monday and Tuesday;  

and 9 a.m. Wednesday through  
10 a.m. Friday  

(Wilderness Survival)

COST:
$485 ($410 for Members)

Nature Photography: Photography can help 
connect people with nature in a profound way. 
Campers notice details they may never have 
thought of and learn to interact with animals, 
plants, habitats and landscapes respectfully. 
They walk away knowing great photography 
tricks to capture special moments in the places 
they live and visit. 



 
DATE NATURE CAMP PRICE      
  (MEMBERS) 

June 13-17    Buds $135 ($110)   
 Sprouts: Doodlebugs $240 ($200)   
 Discovery: Wiggly Worms $400 ($330) 

June 20-24     Tadpoles: Sensing Nature  $175 ($135)     
 Sprouts: Water Everywhere  $240 ($200)   
 Discovery: Junior Naturalistss  $400 ($330)  
 Explorers: Yarr! Pirates!  $410 ($340)   	
	 Adventure: Aquatic Adventures   $485 ($410)   

June 27-July 1    Tadpoles: Puddle Stompers  $175 ($135)    
 Sprouts: Fuzzy Wuzzies  $240 ($200)    
 Discovery: Cooking with Nature   $400 ($330)  
 Explorers: Amazing Adaptations  $410 ($340)   
 Adventure: Hike, Bike, Canoe  $485 ($410)  

July 11-15     Buds  $135 ($110)  
 Sprouts: Doodlebugs $240 ($200)    
 Discovery: Wiggly Worms   $400 ($330)   
 Explorers: Animal Caretakers   $410 ($340)  	
 Adventure: Wilderness Survival  $485 ($410)  

July 18-22 Tadpoles: Sensing Nature $175 ($135)    
 Sprouts: Water Everywhere  $240 ($200)   
 Discovery: Junior Naturalists  $400 ($330)   
 Explorers: Yarr! Pirates!  $410 ($340)   	
	 Adventure: Chesapeake Chefs   $485 ($410)  

July 25-29    Tadpoles: Puddle Stompers  $175 ($135)   
 Sprouts: Fuzzy Wuzzies  $240 ($200)   
 Discovery: Cooking with Nature   $400 ($330)  
 Explorers: Animal Caretakers   $410 ($340)  	
 Adventure: Nature Photography   $485 ($410)  

August 1-5  Buds  $135 ($110)     
 Sprouts: Doodlebugs  $240 ($200)    
 Discovery: Wiggly Worms $400 ($330) 
 Explorers: Amazing Adaptations  $410 ($340)   

August 8-12     Tadpoles: Sensing Nature  $175 ($135)   	
 Sprouts: Water Everywhere   $240 ($200)    
 Discovery: Junior Naturalists  $400 ($330)   
 Explorers: Animal Caretakers   $410 ($340)  

August 15-19  Tadpoles: Puddle Stompers  $175 ($135) 
 Sprouts: Fuzzy Wuzzies  $240 ($200)   	
	 Discovery: Cooking with Nature $400 ($330)   
 Explorers: Yarr! Pirates!  $410 ($340)    

August 22-26    Sprouts: Doodlebugs  $240 ($200)   	
	 Discovery: Wiggly Worms $400 ($330) 

2016 Summer Nature Camp
KEY

	Ages 2-3
	Ages 3
	Age 4

	Ages 5-6
	Ages 7-9
	Ages 10-12 

VISIT WWW.EXPLORENATURE.ORG 
FOR PAPERLESS REGISTRATION!



Summer Nature Camp Registration
REGISTRATION TERMS AND CONDITIONS
•  Please go to www.ExploreNature.org for easy and paperless registration!

•  Campers must be the required age at the time of the camp session.

•  A 50% deposit is due at the time of  
registration. Remaining payment amount  
is due April 1. You will be emailed an invoice 
with instructions for payment. There is a  
$50 fee for all returned checks.

•  Registrations received after April 1 must be paid 
in full. 

•  Your child’s spot is forfeited if full payment is not 
received by April 1.

•  Registration must be fully submitted by 1/31/16 
to get a 10% discount. 

•  Online registration includes a short health form. 

Register  
Online!

Please Register Online
Online registrations receive priority, especially when camps are selling out. If you 
prefer paper registration, please visit www.ExploreNature.org to print out a paper form  
to mail to us.

Online Registration Procedures:
1. Visit www.ExploreNature.org.
2. Click on the Summer Camp banner.
3. Choose the age group you are looking for and then continue to Online Registration.
4.  Choose the weeks you’d like to sign up for. Please note: You can only sign up for 1 child 

at a time!
5. Complete child’s health and release information.
6. Check out!

What Happens Next?
1. You will automatically receive a receipt for your payment.
2.  You will also receive a confirmation email with details about Summer Nature Camp 

at Irvine.
3. Before and after care information will be sent at a later date.
4. If more health information is needed, someone from our team will contact you.
5.  Two weeks before camp starts, you’ll receive a First Day Letter via email. This will 

include topics for each day of camp and more information to prepare your child for 
Summer Nature Camp.
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