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Eco-Explorers at Sparks Elementary School constructed rainbow wind catchers from recycled gallon jugs and streamers. With Irvine’s instructors leading the way, the kids learned about 
wind formation.

I still remember making forts from fallen 
branches and leaves, chasing butterflies, 
and rolling downhill to a creek where 
I searched for toads and salamanders. 
Sunset was always bittersweet for me; it 
was so beautiful, yet I knew my time of 
playing outdoors was coming to an end. 
Well, until the next day, when I would 
once again run freely in the place I loved 
most: nature!  

Almost 25 years later, I find myself 
reminiscing about the days when 
I was able to spend time stomping 

through muddy water and swinging 
from tree branches in my backyard. 
The need for “playtime” and a chance 
to unwind while connecting with 
nature is something I’ve always found 
important, especially for young children. 
After a busy day of math tests, trying to 
remember the difference between “their, 
there and they’re” and social studies 
lessons, I can understand a child’s desire 
to get outside, take a break from the 
academic world and explore the natural 
world around them. 

Get Outdoors and Explore 
with Eco-Explorers! 
By Courtney Sagal, Irvine’s Director of Community Engagement 
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Having a young child myself – a 
daughter who hopes to be a naturalist 
one day – I am constantly finding myself 
encouraging her to take a walk or go on 
a nature scavenger hunt. On a recent 
walk along the NCR Trail, Grace turned 
to me as she was gathering a handful 
of leaves and said, “I wish all kids knew 
how much fun nature is.” As I watched 
her continue to gather leaves, my 
mind began racing, trying to figure out 
how Irvine could create a program for 
children, outside of school hours. 

After a few brainstorming sessions, 
a new program initiative was born: 
Eco-Explorers, an after-school program 
for elementary-aged students that 
encourages kids to be active outdoors, 
discover nature and continue learning 
after the school bell rings. Irvine 
naturalists visit participating schools 
weekly for one-hour, hands-on nature 

lessons. With activities like animal 
encounters and recycled crafts, students 
engage all their senses and establish  
a valuable connection with the  
natural world.  

In the fall of 2014, Irvine piloted  
Eco-Explorers at Sparks Elementary  
in northern Baltimore County. This 
series took place two days a week and 
quickly sold out. As word spread, other 
schools wanted to participate too. 

Pam Oliver Jones, principal at Sparks 
Elementary said “This program 
provides our students with a terrific 
hands-on opportunity that connects 
what they are learning in math and 
science to the natural environment 
around them.” Other schools including 
Reisterstown, Padonia International, 
Pot Spring, Glyndon and Cedarmere 
showed great interest as well. 

By the end of the school year, nearly 
200 students had enrolled in Eco-
Explorers and got the chance to 
participate in projects such as building 
a native pollinator garden, tye-dying 
T-shirts with fruit and vegetable  
juices, and tasting maple syrup while 
learning about the process of tapping  
a maple tree.

Although it was just an ordinary nature 
walk along the NCR trail with my 
daughter, I will always remember the 
conversation we had; the conversation 
that led to the creation of a new Irvine 
program which gives children the chance 
to explore, respect and protect nature on 
their own school grounds. 

Interested in getting the Eco-Explorers 
program into your child’s school? 
Contact Courtney at  
CourtneySagal@ExploreNature.org.

Continued from front

Brooks Paternotte records “The Nature of Things” for  
88.1 FM WYPR.

The Nature of Things on WYPR

The first time I went into the booth 
to record a pilot for our now weekly 
segment “The Nature of Things” for 
WYPR, I was certain the producer 
could hear my heart thumping 
through the microphone. After 
fumbling through my script nervously, 
I recall that he said for me to smile 
while I read and it would turn out just 

fine. And he was right. More than 50 
recordings later, I now look forward 
to my sessions at the station with 
producer Luke Spicknall.

But that is only one small step in the 
team effort it takes to research, write, 
fact check and produce our 4-minute 
show which airs every Tuesday at  
4:44 p.m.

It starts with brainstorming and 
developing ideas with Irvine’s 
Marketing Director Beth Lacey 
Gill. She dutifully writes our copy 
before sending it to Irvine’s Director 
of Education Rob Mardiney for 
fact checking and edits. Only after 
reviewing the scripts and checking the 
pronunciation of scientific terms do 
we record. Luke takes it from there, 

adding sound clips and editing the 
recording down to its final length. 

Not only has the experience given me 
new insight into local flora and fauna, 
but it has also been a wonderful way  
to promote environmental education 
and our work here at Irvine. In our 
second year of production, we hope 
to engage a wider audience as the 
segments are all available on WYPR’s 
website. Teachers and students can 
easily access the content for their 
classes and research, and all interested 
listeners can tune in on their own time 
via podcasts.

Thanks for listening! Interested in 
learning more about underwriting 
opportunities for this program? 
Contact Janet at 443-738-9231.

By Brooks Paternotte, Irvine Executive Director 
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Ask  
Naturalist
By Steven Mickletz, Irvine’s Naturalist & Manager of Public Programs

QUESTION: What makes spiders so uncanny?

ANSWER: There are more than 40,000 species of spider worldwide. That  
number gives many people the creeps but also inspires awe at the sheer diversity it 
represents! Why do we have such a love/hate relationship with these creatures?

Spiders look strange. They have piercing fangs, two body parts, many eyes, eight  
legs and may be covered in stiff hairs. They come in many shapes, sizes and colors. 
No one enjoys walking through a spider’s web!

They do, however, share a lot in common with people. Humans are great engineers 
but we have yet to create a fiber as strong for its weight and elasticity as spider silk. 
A spider may craft an intricate web for catching prey, bungee jump from incredible 
heights or even parachute on the wind using silk. 

Those eight legs moving in coordinated fashion can look awfully creepy, but  
some spiders use them to communicate. Wolf spiders exhibit parental care by 
carrying eggs and young spiderlings. While all spiders have fangs, they often prey  
on pests we don’t want in our houses anyway! The black widow is the only  
common spider of any danger to humans in Maryland. You will only find black 
widows in dark, undisturbed places – good incentive to get your teenager to keep  
his room clean!

So before you rush for a rolled up newspaper, remember the uncanny world of the 
spider and give them some help out the door.

the

PumpkinFest!
Join us for Irvine’s fall harvest festival! Our 
PumpkinFest is a fun event for families to 
celebrate autumn. Alpacas! Live music! Even 
jugglers!  The admission fee is $15 per child. 
All activities are included. Free for adults and 
children under 2.  

Saturday, October 10:  
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Rain Date:
Sunday, October 11

Tickets on Sale Now

 
October 23, 2015

Our annual “ungala” is a fun and 
casual event that celebrates nature! 

www.ExploreNature.org

Live Music • Dancing 
Catering by Linwoods • Cocktails   

Silent & Live Auctions 

Pumpkins on the Green
7th Annual

Wolf spiders use their keen eyesight, camouflage coloring and speedy movements to be aware of and keep safe  
from predators.
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By The Nature Preschool at Irvine Staff

By Monica Wiedel-Lubinski, Irvine’s Early Childhood Education Director

As our sixth year of The Nature Preschool begins, there are some exciting  
changes taking place! Founding preschool director, Monica Wiedel-Lubinski has 
been promoted to Irvine’s first early childhood education director. In this role, she 
will continue to shape the vision and programming for Irvine’s youngest visitors. 
After six years of working to establish our preschool, Karen Madigan has been 
promoted to interim director of The Nature Preschool. 

With their steady guidance, our early childhood environmental education 
programs will offer enriching experiences that help young children and families 
connect with the natural world.

With a strong finish to our school year in May – finishing up with 68 preschool 
students –  the month of June didn’t slow down! We hosted our fourth annual 
Nature Preschool Conference for a record 116 participants hailing from 14 states. 
Early childhood educators, naturalists and nature center administrators were 
inspired and fortified by this one-of-a-kind professional development conference. 
Keynote husband-and-wife team of Joylynn Holder and Charlie Foster from the 
Brooklyn Forest School set the tone for best practices in outdoor education, while 
revered educator Amy Beam was honored as the recipient of our third O’Neill 
Award celebrating excellence in early childhood environmental education. Save 
the date for next year’s conference: June 10-12, 2016! 

We also had the pleasure of hosting Irvine’s first international training event for 
the Korean Forest Kindergarten Association in late June. This esteemed group 
of Korean directors and educators traveled from the Republic of Korea (with 
translators) to learn how early childhood environmental education takes place at 
The Nature Preschool. Over the two-day event, participants gained insight about 
our unique nature pedagogy and how it pertains to developmentally appropriate 
practice for early learners. We thank Dr. Jiyoun Shin, professor at Sahm Yook 
University in Seoul, for coordinating this special training event with Irvine. 
We learned a great deal from our international colleagues and look forward to 
cultivating an on-going relationship with their association.

THE NATURE PRESCHOOL AT IRVINE 

Changing Seasons
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By Laura Soder, Irvine’s Naturalist & Animal/Exhibit Coordinator

As the new butterfly house opens to the public, Irvine’s staff members are 
learning a lot about its insect inhabitants and how each native species is 
both uniquely adapted and critical to the natural web of life.

One particular species that is often noticed because of its large size and 
beautiful coloration is the eastern tiger swallowtail. Named for their  
tiger-striped pattern and shape of their wings, this showy butterfly is 
one many people enjoy watching feed in Irvine’s outdoor gardens and 
the meadows. Though the yellow and black individual is more often 
observed, tiger swallowtails display “sexual dimorphism.” This means that 
females may display a different color phase than the males, usually a dark 
purplish/black color with the tiger stripes.

This butterfly frequents Irvine’s property because of the abundance of 
host plants available to them for their eggs and caterpillars. Like most 
species of butterfly and moth, they will only lay their eggs on specific 
species that provide food for the larva. Tiger swallowtail caterpillars  
can be found munching on tulip poplar, wild cherry, sweet bay and 
several other types of trees. Because adults feed on nectar from many 
different native flowers, they play a very important role as pollinators  
in our local ecosystem.

We have this beautiful and fascinating insect in our exhibit so that guests 
can appreciate its beauty and importance up close!

Tiger Swallowtail

Animal
Spotlight

Tiger swallowtails are high flyers. Groups of 50 butterflies have been spotted in Maryland flying 150 feet high 
around the tops of tulip trees.

GARDENER’S GOLD
Often seen as nuisances of autumn, 
fallen leaves are treasured by  
gardeners because of their superb  
soil-conditioning properties.

Left to their own devices, leaves can 
take up to two years to decompose, but 
you can accelerate the process. You can 
shred them with a mower. Or, if you 
can bear the untidiness, set aside the 
leaves over winter to shelter pest-eating 
insects, such as ladybugs and lacewings.

NATURE TIP

DON’T SPEND  
A DAY OFF SCHOOL  

AT HOME  
BEING BORED!

Instead, join the Irvine crew for  
special animal encounters,  

strolls through the woods, green games  
and environmentally friendly crafts. 

VISIT WWW.EXPLORENATURE.ORG  
TO REGISTER.
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Another Amazing 
Volunteer

Sophie Nasrallah, a junior at St. Paul’s School 
for Girls, holds the exclusive honor of being 
the only high-school-aged volunteer to work 
in Irvine’s Animal Care department. For 
the past two years, Sophie has fed, cleaned 
and monitored the health of Irvine’s animal 
collection on weekends. She also regularly 
interacts with visitors and answers any 
questions they have about the animals or  
their care. 

Laura Soder, Irvine’s animal care & exhibit 
coordinator, says Sophie is “one of my most 
reliable volunteers and very detailed in taking 
care of each of the animals.” Erin Goodloe, a 
weekend staff member, said: “I am constantly 
impressed by Sophie’s passion for environmental stewardship, and 
frequently learn new things in our conversations.”

Outside of Irvine, Sophie has been working on a research project 
investigating how invasive plants, such as porcelain berry, can be 
converted into a sustainable source of energy. In March, she presented  
her project at the Baltimore Science Fair and won several awards. As a 
follow-up to her project, Sophie is now looking into a new biological 
control method for invasive plants – goats! 

Thank you Sophie for sharing your passion and knowledge with Irvine 
staff and visitors alike!  

By Kim Scotto, Irvine’s Volunteer Coordinator

WE NEED  
YOUR HELP!

SPECIAL EVENT VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers assist with preparation of 
annual events. Duties include setup and 
breakdown, food prep, decorating, etc.  
Upcoming Events:  
PumpkinFest on October 10  
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Pumpkins on the Green on October 23
4 – 11 p.m.

VOLUNTEER NATURALISTS
Become a volunteer naturalist at Irvine! 
This 4-session course will teach you 
how to lead educational trips for school 
groups. We’ll cover field trip themes, 
natural history, trail activities and 
teaching techniques. No experience 
necessary – just bring enthusiasm for 
working with kids! 
September 8, 10, 15 and 17 
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
Returning  volunteer naturalists only need 
to attend on September 17.

EARLY CHILDHOOD  
PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS
The Nature Preschool: Help facilitate 
nature-based play in a safe, calm 
learning environment. Duties include 
assisting with outdoor exploration, 
engaging with children during daily 
hikes, and set-up and clean-up. 

Children’s Nature Semester: Assist 
with all aspects of our weekly parent and 
child programs. Must be comfortable 
interacting with learners ages newborn – 
3 and their guardians.

If interested in volunteering,  
contact Kim Scotto at  
ScottoK@ExploreNature.org. 

Volunteer Spotlight

Volunteer of the Month Sophie  
Nasrallah is an exceptional caretaker 
of Irvine’s animals. Look for her  
on weekends!

“I am constantly impressed by Sophie’s passion  

for environmental stewardship, and frequently learn 

new things in our conversations.”

– Erin Goodloe, a weekend staff member
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Irvine at Work in Baltimore City

Irvine offers multiple themes for field trips, but all  
include a great walk on Irvine’s trails. Smiles 
abound, and the kids get to see how each season 
affects our land.

Irvine Naturalist Katie Roof helps students from John Ruhrah Elementary/Middle School in Baltimore City. The young 
learners used cups, plastic wrap, salt and tuning forks to understand how sound travels.

Thanks to our amazing members and  
Facebook fans, Irvine was named runner up for  

BEST PARK in Baltimore Magazine!

For 25 years, Irvine has been 
providing environmental education 
programs and services in Baltimore 
City targeted to three audiences: 
teachers, school programs and young 
people outside the school setting. 

Irvine has a lengthy history of 
providing teacher professional 
development. With passage of 
Maryland Environmental Literacy 
Standards in 2011, we stepped up 
our response to the demand for 
environmental education. We created 
two 15-hour courses specifically 
for Baltimore City Public School 
teachers to increase their content 
knowledge and satisfy continuing 
education requirements. More than 
100 teachers participated during the 

past school year. Irvine’s educators  
are also using lessons learned  
from The Nature Preschool  
to provide professional development 
for preschool teachers at six 
Baltimore City preschools.

More than 23,000 Baltimore 
City students have participated in 
our school programs with diverse 
themes. During the 2014-2015 
school year alone, we provided 
Nature in the Classroom outreach 
programs for more than 990 
students attending Title I schools, 
and welcomed another 325 students 
to our campus for field trips. In 
addition to these brief nature 
experiences, we created the One 
School program, which provides 

intensive environmental education 
and hands-on activities to one BCPS 
school for two years. We also have 
worked with dozens of City schools 
to achieve Green School certification 
or create schoolyard habitats such  
as rain gardens, butterfly and bird 
gardens, vegetable gardens, and 
nature trails.

Because learning should not stop 
when school is out, we also partner 
with youth-serving organizations to  
bring City youth to Irvine for what 
are typically their first overnight 
camping experiences. In 2014 we  
welcomed 100 youth from four 
organizations. We expect to host 
more than 200 Baltimore City youth 
from 11 sponsor groups during 2015.

By Carol Hoyle, Irvine’s Grant Writer
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Thanks to George G. Cowman, Jr., Inc., Irvine’s driveway was repaved.Chesapeake Conservation Corps participant Skyla 
Steele completed a wonderful addition to Irvine:  
a vermicomposting bin!

In June, Irvine hosted a large group of educators from the 
Korean Forest Kindergarten Association.

Bluebird box monitors found gorgeous eggs in box 13 
(of 55). Other boxes contained the eggs of a bluebird 
competitor, tree swallows.

The Kids Corner reopened, complete with toadstool 
seating and a play campfire.

SEE WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO FOR THE 
PAST FEW MONTHS. THERE’S ALWAYS 
SOMETHING GOING ON AT IRVINE!Your Irvine

at Work

Butterflies, like this swallowtail, began arriving for Irvine’s 
Butterfly House which opened on August 22.

More than 70 golfers came out for this June’s Birdies  
on the Green event.

Sixty-eight students in The Nature Preschool celebrated the end of the school year at May’s annual Flower Ceremony.



SUMMER NATURE CAMP | JUNE TO AUGUST 2015

Four-year-olds in our Sprouts camp were some of our  
most curious kids.

Junior Naturalists in the Discovery Camps built their own 
habitat in our forest.

Irvine hosted 24 great Youth Program Leaders who 
volunteered to help campers all summer long.

In Buds camp, 2- and 3-year-olds investigated our stream 
for the first time.

A sell out for 4 years in a row, the Chesapeake Chefs 
camp focused on growing and eating locally.

Explorers in our Digging Dinosaurs session crafted and 
painted their own prehistoric creature. Roar!

4TH ANNUAL NATURE PRESCHOOL CONFERENCE | JUNE 5-7, 2015

More than 100 teachers gathered across Irvine’s campus 
to learn how to make a nature preschool reality.

Longtime conference participant Amy Beam received the 
O’Neill Award for Early Childhood Nature Education.

Irvine’s animals were guests at lunch on both days of the 
sold-out conference.

Teachers from all over the country walked our trails for 
professional development credits.

Participants in the conference spent a relaxing evening 
trying out Mother Nature’s Spa!

Volunteers worked on a group project on Saturday 
evening, creating a “mud pie kitchen” for the  
Outdoor Classroom.
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By Katie Roof, Irvine’s Naturalist  
and Manager of School & Urban 
Education Programs

It’s that time of year again, migration 
season! Migration is the round-trip 
journey between two areas: usually 
summer breeding and wintering 
habitats. A lot of animals migrate  
for many different reasons such as 
longer days, raising their young, 
surviving the cold and traveling to find 
food. More birds migrate than any 
other class of animals. 

During migration seasons we can see 
birds that we normally don’t encounter. 
Fall is a great time to see woodland 
warblers or hawks high overhead on 
their way to the tropics.

With a variety of habitats, Irvine has 
seen its fair share of rare migratory 
visitors like the long-eared owl, saw- 
whet owl, northern shrike, American 
tree sparrow and LeConte’s sparrow. 
These birds do not frequent Irvine’s 
property, but have made appearances 
during migration seasons. 

Migration can be long and sometimes 
fatal due to hunting, predation, getting 
lost, weather and difficulty finding 
food. So why risk it? Most migratory 

birds would surely starve if they did 
not fly south for the winter. Birds have 
instincts just as humans do, and when 
the days start to get shorter and the 
weather is just right, that triggers the 
birds to start their journey to places 
with more abundant resources.

How can you help? Keep lights off at 
night, keep cats indoors and consider 
putting decals on large windows to 
prevent birds from striking them.  
Every little bit helps!

Orange grosbeaks and finches visit backyard feeders 
regularly. Install one today!

Signs 
 Seasonof the

DON’T FORGET TO FEED THE BIRDS
‘TIS THE SEASON
By early September our resident birds will begin to form small feeding groups 
at which time winter-feeding grounds will be established. These birds will locate 
several areas to forage for the now ripening natural foods they desire. 

Backyard feeders, if available, will become part of their daily routes and will 
continue to be one of their many sources of food throughout the fall and well into 
the winter months. If one wishes to feed wild birds during the winter months only, 
they should have their feeders out by early September when most birds chart their 
winter-feeding areas. Stop by the Nature Store to check out a wide variety of bird 
feeders, poles, and other accessories. 

The Irvine Nature Store’s Annual Fall Bird Sale will be held October 26 to 
November 2.  At that time all suet and seed cakes will be 25% off.  Members 
receive 30% off.

Long-eared owls have a hoot that can be heard up to almost a mile away.
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WE’RE THRILLED TO HAVE A GREAT BUNCH OF NEW MEMBERS WHO JOINED OVER THE SUMMER.  
MEMBERS HELP US CARE FOR OUR TRAILS, PROVIDE QUALITY ANIMAL CARE AND MAINTAIN THE  
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM. THANKS SO MUCH!

Ms. Jessica Adolfo
Dr. Charlene Baksh and 
 Mr. Haroon Baksh
Ms. Cecilia Benalcazar
Mr. Victor Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Bernstein
Ms. Darcy Bisset
Mrs. Renata Braun
Ms. Lauren Bumstead
Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Cathirell
Ms. Ming-Feng Chin and  
 Mr. Fabrice Czarnecki
Chisamore Skinner Family
Mrs. Laura Coon
Mr. Robert Covert
Mrs. Jennifer Dawson
Ms. Tracy Dusablon
Mrs. Arlene Falke
Ms. Linda Forlifer
Ms. Marisa Galitz
Mrs. Aimee Hafeli
Ms. Betsy Hochstein
Cayce Hoffman
Ms. Elizabeth Horsham
Mrs. Jennifer Houseknecht
Ms. Dorothy Hughes
Mrs. Holly Jackson
Mrs. Nancy Knight
Mr. Jeffrey Krach
Mrs. Dana B. Krideler
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Kysiak

Mrs. Amanda Leedom
Ms. Amy Massouda
Mr. Gabriel Meister
Dr. Kerry Milliken
Mrs. Robin Nesbitt
Mrs. Kristin Priest
Ms. Maureen Renner
Mr. and Mrs. Lenn Roberts
Mrs. Bauke Romijnsen
Mrs. Bonnie Russell
Ms. Rachel Scherer
Ms. Susan Scherz
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn Sullivan
Ms. Melissa Taberski
Mr. Brian Tarleton
Ms. Tina Thomas-Lyght and  
 Mr. Brian S. Lyght
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Tucker
Mrs. Julie Will
Ms. Carolyn Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Jarrod Wunderlich
Dr. Lisa Yeo and  
 Dr. W. Jonathan Baldwin

THANK YOU TO OUR NEW 
AND RENEWING CORPORATE 
PARTNERS & GRANTS!
CANUSA Corporation  
 Charitable Fund
Biohabitats, Inc.

Brown Advisory
Cecilia Young Willard Helping Fund
Charm City Run
The Clayton Baker Trust
D.F. Dent and Company, Inc.
Greenspring Associates
The Kahlert Foundation
The Keith Campbell Foundation  
 for the Environment
Harbor Investment Advisory
M & T Bank
Marathon Capital Management, LLC
The Morton and Sophia Macht 
 Foundation, Inc.
Platt Development Group, Inc.
PNC
Royals Commercial Services, Inc.
Stevenson University
Susquehanna Bank
T. Rowe Price Foundation, Inc.
The Thomas Wilson Sanitarium  
 for Children of Baltimore City
Venable Foundation
Ward-Boland Associates, Inc.
The Wells Fargo Foundation
The Whit Harvey Group
The Zanvyl and Elizabeth Krieger Fund

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of this list. 
If you notice any errors, please accept our apologies 
and contact us at 443-738-9227 or BeckerV@
ExploreNature.org.

WELCOME TO IRVINE, NEW MEMBERS!

Endowment is Not a Dirty Word
Interested in making a meaningful gift to Irvine? Consider supporting Irvine’s 
Land & Trails Endowment Campaign. 

“A healthy endowment is the soil that nourishes and supports our vision.”  
- W. Brooks Paternotte

Make your gift or pledge today to support Irvine’s future and our 116 acres of 
protected property. Contact Anna Lincoln Whitehurst at 443-738-9236 or 
WhitehurstAL@ExploreNature.org.
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MEMBERS ONLY
THANK YOU EVENT:  
CANDY APPLES
Bring the whole family to enjoy a 
pleasant fall day with the crew at 
Irvine. We’re so glad you’re a member 
and very thankful for your support. 
During this free event, we’ll introduce 
ourselves and help you get to know our 
116-acre campus. Look forward  
to candy apple making, an animal  
meet & greet, and exploring the 
Outdoor Classroom. 
Sunday, September 20, 2 – 4 p.m.
Free for members!

FLOWER PRESSING WORKSHOP 
Come as a family to build a flower 
press and put it to work! We’ll hike to 
the meadow, collect a few common 
flowers and learn some of the benefits 
they provide to wildlife. All materials 
provided. All ages (with adult).
Saturday, September 26, 1 – 3 p.m.
$10 per family membership

LEAF ART FOR KIDS
Irvine’s forest provides many shapes 
and sizes of beautiful leaves. We will 
use these leaves to make artistic prints. 
Bring a white or light-colored T-shirt 
to screen print your very own Irvine 
souvenir! All ages. Younger children 
may need help from an adult.
Sunday, October 18, 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Free for members!

CHILDREN
TALES AND TAILS!
Join Irvine for a few animal stories 
followed by an up close interaction 
with Irvine’s animal friends! All ages 
(with adult). 
Every Friday from September 11 through 
 December 18, 10 – 10:45 a.m.  
 (except Friday, October 9, October 23 
 and November 27)
Free!

DAY OFF CAMP –  
ROSH HASHANAH
No school and no plans today? Explore 
outdoors with us instead! Expect trail 
walks, nature games, crafts, stories, 
animal encounters and more. Children 
should wear nature-friendly clothing 
and bring a lunch. We’ll head outside 
even with snow on the ground! Sign-
up now – this popular program sells 

out fast! For more information, visit our 
website. Ages 5-9. Aftercare available.
Monday, September 14, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
$65 members, $75 non-members

DAY OFF CAMP – YOM KIPPUR
See the description for Day Off Camp – 
Rosh Hashanah. Aftercare available.
Wednesday, September 23, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
$65 members, $75 non-members

KID’S NIGHT OUT
Enjoy the evening out while your 
kids enjoy a fun-filled night of nature 
activities. Children participate in 
activities including arts and crafts, 
animal encounters, nature games, and 
even a tasty pizza dinner. Ages 5-9. 
Fridays, September 25, October 16, 
November 20 and December 18,  
 6 – 9 p.m. 
Price per child: $30 for members,  
 $40 non-members each session

DAY OFF CAMP – PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT DAY
See the description for Day Off Camp – 
Rosh Hashanah. Aftercare available.
Friday, October 16, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
$65 members, $75 non-members

Programs
at Irvine   Nature Center

HOW TO REGISTER
 THERE ARE 4 WAYS TO REGISTER:
 1. Call 443-738-9220.
 2. Email Programs@ExploreNature.org.
 3.  Register on-site at Irvine before the 

date of the program.
4.  Visit www.ExploreNature.org  

and look for online registration.

CANCELLATION POLICIES
Irvine may cancel programs due to bad 
weather. If Irvine cancels a program, 
fees will be refunded. If you cancel your 
reservation less than one week before  
the program, no refund will be given.

PAYMENT IS REQUIRED AT TIME  
OF REGISTRATION.

 Fall 2015

Irvine’s Day Off Camps sell out early! Check your school’s 
schedule and  

sign up today.
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DAY OFF CAMP –  
CONFERENCE DAY
See the description for Day Off Camp 
– Rosh Hashanah. Aftercare available.
Friday, November 13, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
$65 members, $75 non-members

A HISTORY OF HUNTING
Before grocery stores and refrigerators, 
hunting and gathering was part of daily 
life. Learn from an expert hunter the 
ways Native Americans survived on the 
land around the Chesapeake Bay  
and the important ecological role 
hunters still play today. You’ll even get 
to try out some ancient hunting tools! 
Ages 8 & up.
Sunday, November 8, 1 – 2:30 p.m.
Free for members, $10 non-members

YOUTH 
PROGRAMS

INTRO TO BIRDING
Youth birders can meet at Irvine for a 
hike to identify some of our summer 
resident birds. No experience with 
birding is necessary, but a willingness 
to learn tricks and techniques to 
identify birds is a must. Bring your 
own binoculars or borrow ours. A light 
breakfast is included. Ages 10 & up.
Saturday, September 19, 3 – 5 p.m.
Free!

TRAIL PATROL 
We want YOU to join our Trail Patrol! 
The Trail Patrol is a team of young 
naturalists who want to explore and 
protect the many habitats of Irvine 
Nature Center and beyond. You will 
learn new skills, blaze new trails and 
meet others who enjoy the outdoors! 
Ages 10 & up.
Saturday, November 21, 9 a.m. – noon 
 (Geocaching and Trail Maintenance)
Saturday, December 12, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
 (FeederWatch and Shelter Building)
Free!

PARENT AND 
CHILD CLASSES

CHILDREN’S NATURE SEMESTER 
(CNS) HATCHLINGS
Join us for slow sensory exploration 
during trail walks. Tactile experiences 
with fur, moss, feathers, leaves and 
flower petals introduce your little 
one to nature while offering parents 
a way to connect with one another, 
too. Remember to bring a baby wrap 
or carrier, or borrow one from our 
reception area. Birth – 23 months.
Session 1: Tuesdays, September 8, 15, 22
Session 2: Tuesdays, October 6, 13, 20
Session 3: Tuesdays, November 3, 10, 17
10 – 11 a.m.
$45/session members,  
 $65/session non-members

CHILDREN’S NATURE SEMESTER 
(CNS) NESTLINGS
Celebrate nature through song, 
puppets, stories, live animal encounters 
and nature play along the trails. 
Offered to caregivers with children 
1 year of age, this joyful weekly class 
is sure to strengthen your love of the 
natural world in a playful learning 
environment. One year olds.
Mondays, September 14 – December 7 
 (no class on November 23)
10 – 11 a.m.
$160 members, $210 non-members

FAMILIES
SUPER LUNAR ECLIPSE!
Stay up late for this awesome celestial 
event. The Harvest Moon will be the 
closest the moon will be to the earth 
this year. Plus witness a full lunar 
eclipse! Irvine is the perfect place to 
view this exciting event, as our trees 
block out the surrounding light and 
spotting scopes are available for use.  
All ages.

Monday, September 28, 9:30 – 11 p.m.
Free for members, $10 non-members 

PUMPKINFEST
Pumpkinfest is a fun event for families 
and communities to celebrate the 
delights of autumn. Each October, 
hundreds of families gather at Irvine to 
enjoy a wholesome day of music, food 
and fun. Hayrides, alpacas, jugglers, 
face painting and more! All activities 
are included in the fee.
Saturday, October 10, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rain Date: Sunday, October 11
$15 per child. Free for adults and children 
 under 2 years old.

HOOT’S HALLOWEEN PARTY!
What happens at Irvine for Halloween? 
Our Butterfly House turns into a Bat 
Cave, the Fern Rooms become a Mad 
Scientist’s Lab and Hoot the Owl 
dresses up as a…you’ll need to come  
to find out what! Meet live animals, 
make delicious treats and be sure to 
wear a costume to this unique event 
especially for kids. All ages (with 
adult). Pre-registration required!
Friday, October 30, 7 – 9 p.m. 
$5/child members, $10/child non-members 

FOR CHILDREN continued
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HOMEMADE GINGER ALE
Stomach upset from all that candy? 
Come learn how ginger has been used 
as a natural remedy and make your 
very own ginger ale to take home!  
Ages 5 & up suggested.
Saturday, November 7, 1 – 3:30 p.m.
$10/family members,  
 $20/family non-members

WINTER ASTRONOMY
Take a walk to the meadow for an 
introduction to the night sky. A nearly 
new moon will provide a dark sky to 
see constellations, planets and even 
shooting stars! Ages 5 & up suggested.
Saturday, December 12, 8 – 9:30 p.m.
Free for members, $10 non-members

9/11 ANNUAL DAY OF SERVICE
Join us for our 3rd Annual Volunteer 

Day of Service: A Day to Give 
Back. Both individuals and groups 
are encouraged to volunteer on our 

property. There will be different 
volunteer projects taking place 
throughout the morning, both  

indoors and out, such as maintenance 
of the aviary and PumpkinFest craft 
preparation. In the case of rain, the 

event will be postponed. A light 
breakfast will be served at 9:15 a.m. 
in the Irvine parking lot. RSVP by 

September 9 to Kim at  
ScottoK@ExploreNature.org.

Friday, September 11, 9:30 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m.

Free!

ADULTS
FALL VOLUNTEER  
NATURALIST TRAINING
Become a volunteer naturalist at Irvine! 
This 4-session course teaches new 
volunteers how to lead educational trips 
for school groups. We’ll cover field trip 
themes, natural history, trail activities 

and teaching techniques. No experience 
necessary – just bring enthusiasm for 
working with kids! Lunch provided.
Tuesdays and Thursdays, September 8, 
 10, 15, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
 September 17, 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

BUTTERFLIES &  MAI TAIS
Butterflies add color, movement and 
excitement to your backyard garden; 
They are also important pollinators. 
Learn about their fascinating behaviors 
and adaptations for survival and some 
of the lessons we learned in establishing 
Irvine’s newest exhibit: a butterfly 
house. Dinner and drinks provided.
Thursday, September 17, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
$30 members, $40 non-members

WINE TASTING FOR BEGINNERS
New to the wine world? Learn about 
how wine is made, the different flavors, 
tasting notes and what foods to pair 
with them. Samples are from Maryland 
wineries to support local business and 
promote sustainability. We also delve 
into how botany and climate influence 
the wine world. Age 21+ only.
Need child care? Wine Tasting for 
Beginners pairs perfectly with the Kid’s 
Night Out program!
Friday, September 25, 7 – 9 p.m.
Members: $15 individual, $25 couple
Non-members: $25 individual, $45 couple

PUMPKINS ON THE GREEN
Our annual “un-gala” is a fun and 
casual event that celebrates nature! All 
proceeds support Irvine’s environmental 
education programs. Join us! Remember 
to bring your smart device charged up 
and ready for bidding! Call Valerie at 
443-738-9227 for tickets.
Friday, October 23, 7 – 11 p.m. 
$140 per ticket

LUNCH AND LEARN: 
MARYLAND’S OWLS
There are three species of owl that call 
Baltimore home, but in the fall five more 
species pay us a visit. Enjoy lunch as you 

hear all about Maryland’s native owls, 
the role they play in our ecosystem, and 
how they are adapting to suburban life. 
Presentation by Irvine Naturalist Steven 
Mickletz with help from one of our live 
education owls.
Tuesday, November 10, 12 – 1:30 p.m.
$15 members, $20 non-members

PROJECT LEARNING TREE (PLT) 
WORKSHOP
PLT is an award-winning environmental 
education program designed for 
educators. This workshop emphasizes 
hands-on activities for K-8th grade 
students relating to trees and forests. 
Participants receive an activity guide 
with nearly 100 lessons that can be 
integrated into existing curricula. 
Saturday, November 14, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
$17 members, $20 non-members

BALD EAGLES & BELLINIS
The Chesapeake Bay is home to one 
of the largest concentrations of bald 
eagles in the lower 48 states. Join Craig 
Koppie, a biologist for the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service and co-author of Inside 
a Bald Eagle’s Nest for a fascinating 
look at the behavior and status of our 
national symbol. Dinner catered by The 
Pantry Catering; drinks provided.
Thursday, November 19, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
$30 members, $40 non-members

TELLABRATION!
TELLABRATION! brings together 
the world’s most celebrated storytellers 
to delight, captivate and mesmerize 
audiences with their tales. Irvine is 
proud to host some of Baltimore’s own 
great storytellers in cooperation with 
the Baltimore Folk Music Society. 
Enjoy crafts, refreshments, dancing 
and, of course, wonderfully vibrant 
stories. Main Hall opens at 2 p.m.  
A children’s story and animal encounter 
room opens at 2:30 p.m. All ages.
Sunday, November 22, 2 – 5 p.m. 
 (Children’s Story Room 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.)
Free!

FAMILIES continued
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Childhood should be joyful and wholesome! 

We believe it is every child’s right, as an 

integral part of the natural community, to 

develop a foundation of academic skills 

through encounters in the natural world. 

Now accepting applications for 2015- 

2016. For information, contact Karen  

Madigan at MadiganK@ExploreNature.org 

or 443-738-9223. 

Three class options invite a tailored approach 
to home school studies. Science Outside 
focuses on natural history and scientific 
investigations (Mondays). Stories from the 
Wild infuses language, literacy and story-
telling concepts with reflection in nature 
(Tuesdays). Creative Arts Integration explores 
the intersection of nature and music, visual, 
art and dramatic play (Wednesdays).  
Ages 5-9. Check www.ExploreNature.org 
for more information. Starts September 21.

EARTH FRIENDS 
HOME SCHOOL CO-OP

2015-16 Speakers Series 
Starts in September 
“I think the upcoming season will be the best Eat, Drink and Learn Series yet; 
which is remarkable because that’s what I said about last year’s.” So says Rob 
Mardiney, Irvine’s Director of Education, who added: “A night out, good 
food, drinks, door prizes, quality speakers and friendly people; it’s no wonder 
these programs have been selling out.” 

With topics ranging from bald eagles, dinosaurs and spiders to maple 
sugaring, oysters and even a night hike, there is something for everyone. The 
season kicks off Thursday, September 18 with Irvine Naturalist/Animal Care 
Coordinator Laura Soder focusing on butterflies and Irvine’s new butterfly 
house exhibit. 

If you subscribe to the whole series (all 7 programs), the price is reduced – 
like getting one program for free. We encourage you to sign up soon and start 
learning about the wonders of Maryland’s natural history.

S E R I E S

Join us for our continued series of fun, educational opportunities for the 21+ crowd!  
Share a specialty drink with friends, eat a delightful dinner, then adjourn to our Fern Rooms  

for an engaging program. All events begin at 6:30 p.m., with the presentation starting at 7:15.  
The cost is $30 per member, and $40 per non-member.

THIRD THURSDAYS!

Eat, Drink and Learn

CALL 443-738-9220 OR VISIT WWW.EXPLORENATURE.ORG 
TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY.

SERIES PASSES! Attend the entire season of 21+ events at a discount. Members can purchase 
passes to all 7 events for $180. Non-members can purchase passes to all 7 events for $240.*

* There are no refunds for events you cannot attend, however you may transfer your ticket to a friend, colleague or family member 
by calling us in advance of the event. Offer available through September 17, 2015 only.

2015-2016 SERIES

BUTTERFLIES & MAI TAIS  
September 17, 2015

Presentation by Irvine Naturalist Laura Soder

BALD EAGLES & BELLINIS
November 19, 2015

Presentation by Craig Koppie
Catering from The Pantry Catering

SPIDERS & CIDERS
January 21, 2016

Presentation by Kerry Wixted 
Catering from Laurrapin Catering

SWEET TREES & TEAS
February 18, 2016

Presentation by Irvine Director of Education 
Robert Mardiney

Catering from Copper Kitchen

OYSTERS & ALES
March 17, 2016

Presentation by Peyton Robertson
Catering from Catering by Seasons

DINOS & DAIQUIRIS
April 21, 2016

Presentation by Dr. Tom Holtz 
Catering from Laurrapin Catering

BLUEGRASS, BREWS & NIGHT  
HIKING SHOES
May 19, 2016

Presentation by Irvine Naturalists  
Steven Mickletz & Katie Roof



11201 Garrison Forest Road
Owings Mills, MD 21117
443-738-9200
www.ExploreNature.org

Established as a non-profit environmental 
education organization in 1975, Irvine Nature 
Center educates and inspires current and future 
generations to explore, respect and protect 
nature. Irvine fulfills its mission through outdoor 
environmental education programs and events. 
Program offerings include public nature programs, 
Summer Nature Camp, school field trips, The 
Nature Preschool, Nature in the Classroom, teacher 
professional development, group programs and special 
events. Irvine features a green building, a trail system with 6 miles of trails, native 
plant gardens, live animals, interactive exhibits, a kid’s corner and the Nature 
Store. Irvine also serves as a community resource for natural history information. 

We are supported by our members and generous donors.

ADMISSION
Our trails, gardens and exhibits are 
open to the public free of charge. 
We encourage you to sign the guest 
book and consider a donation or 
membership, as these gifts keep 
Irvine green and free. Programs and 
special events often require a fee.

NATURE STORE
The Nature Store at Irvine has 
something for everyone: handmade 
lunch bags, local honey and jams, and 
Irvine shirts and hoodies. Looking for 
a great gift for the nature lover in your 
life? Think of Irvine first!

DIRECTIONS
Irvine Nature Center is located  
in Owings Mills, Maryland at 
11201 Garrison Forest Road. From 
the Baltimore Beltway, take exit 20 
(Reisterstown Rd.) headed north 
toward Garrison. Turn right onto 
Greenspring Valley Road. At the first 
stop sign, turn left onto Garrison 
Forest Road. Go approximately 
2 miles to Irvine Nature Center’s 
entrance on the right.

To find out more, visit  
WWW.EXPLORENATURE.ORG

HOURS
Open daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

NATURE STORE HOURS
Daily, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

Programs Irvine Nature Center

Members save 
even more on 
Wednesdays!

 Fall 2015

40
years of 

environmental 
education

C E L E B R A T I N G


