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The first wetland I experienced was 
on a school field trip and it left quite 
a mark. We were at the Echo Hill 
Outdoor School on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore and the year was 1982. We slept 
in platform tents, used an outhouse 
and fed our meal scraps to the pigs – 
truly an unforgettable experience for a 
fifth grader from Baltimore City. Yet it 
was a single activity that week which 
now resonates so loudly. The famed 
swamp walk.

We had all heard stories from previous 
fifth graders about this part of the 
trip: tales of getting stuck in the waist- 
deep mud, of encountering snakes 
and insects, and of certain “olfactory 
experiences.” On our group’s assigned 
day we donned old jeans, sneakers and 
T-shirts and reluctantly jumped into 
the murky water surrounding tussocks 
of marsh grasses. 

As we meandered our way through,  
we noticed shore birds, water fowl and 
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Irvine’s wetlands are changing! Visitors will begin to see restoration activity this summer. By next summer, the wetlands will be accessible with boardwalks.

By Brooks Paternotte, Irvine’s Executive Director
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a diversity of flora while learning about 
the ecological purpose of this strange 
place. We eventually emerged covered 
in mud and smelling of methane. 

More than 30 years later, I think about 
how much the Bay has changed and 
wonder if those wetlands I walked as a 
boy are still there. 

Irvine recently welcomed speaker David 
Curson to Irvine to learn about climate 
change and the impact on wetlands 
and resident birds. According to Dr. 
Curson and fellow researchers, we 
stand to lose more and more of these 
precious resources to sea level rise at an 
accelerated pace. Not only does that 
mean critical habitat will be lost, but 
also key filtration mechanisms and 
storm buffers. 

There are, however, things we can do 
to help stem the tide of wetland loss. 
On the Bay, researchers are exploring 
ways in which we can help sustain 
existing wetlands and help migrating 
ones establish themselves as shorelines 
push inland. Here in Baltimore 
County, we can also make a difference. 

Just over a year ago Irvine and the 
Valleys Planning Council joined 
forces with the Maryland Association 
of Soil Conservation Districts, the 
Maryland Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Banc and Exchange 
(now RES), and Biohabitats. Together, 
we submitted a proposal to the 
Maryland Chesapeake and Atlantic 
Costal Bays Trust Fund for the purpose 
of undertaking stream, wetland, riparian 
buffer and floodplain restoration on a 
portion of Irvine’s land which was once 
used for agriculture.

This past summer, the groups reached 
an agreement and began a $1.9 million 
project. As a result, Irvine will benefit 
from returning the land to something 
closer to its native state and accomplish 
a key aspect of our master plan. Further, 
this project will reduce total sediment 
and nutrient loads going into the north 
branch of the Jones Falls as well as 
provide a unique learning opportunity 
for our valued Members and program 
participants during and after the project.

Work on this exciting project has 
already started and visitors may see  
signs of surveying when walking on 
the trails. As soon as late summer, 
contractors will begin excavating for the 
vernal ponds and berms, constructing 
boardwalks, improving incised stream 
banks, and removing invasive plant 
species. Once the bulk of that work is 
complete, native plant restoration and 
reforestation will continue.

When the project is finished, Irvine’s 
campus will not only benefit from 
the improvements to the land and the 
reduction of storm water runoff, but 
we will also have a living exhibit for our 
visitors to enjoy for generations. 

Perhaps we might have a swamp  
walk rivaling my childhood memory 
here soon!

Continued from front

Irvine’s Executive Director Brooks Paternotte at the edge of 
Irvine’s wetland habitat.

What is a 
wetland?
You may think of a wetland 

as only a very boggy, smelly 

place. Not true! Wetlands 

are places where there is 

shallow water or very soggy 

soil at least part of the time. 

Plants that live there grow 

best with wet roots. But not 

all wetlands are the same. 

Irvine’s wetlands are 

classified as non-tidal 

wetlands. They are most 

common on floodplains 

along rivers and streams, 

in isolated depressions 

surrounded by dry land 

along the margins of lakes 

and ponds, and in other 

low-lying areas where the 

groundwater intercepts 

the soil surface or where 

precipitation sufficiently 

saturates the soil (vernal 

pools and bogs). 
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Ask  
Naturalist
By Steven Mickletz, Irvine’s Naturalist & Manager of Public Programs

QUESTION: Why is “Leave No Trace” so important when hiking  
and camping?

ANSWER: Leave No Trace principles are important to practice any season, but 
especially in the summer. When the sun is shining and a breeze is blowing, a 
lot more people tend to head outdoors for some recreation. Whether boating, 
swimming, biking or hiking: Maryland offers a diversity of summer sport.

Leave No Trace includes packing trash out with you, staying on trails, leaving 
wildlife undisturbed, and not taking natural objects home with you. When 
considering the thousands of people at the beach who may not know feeding 
gulls could actually be harmful to the birds, it is especially important for those 
of us in the know to practice good ecological behavior. Hopefully, by practicing 
good habits, we can inspire those we know to do the same.

the

Choose from more than 40 nature-based camp 
sessions with activities that include:
•Hiking  •Animals  •Water Activities
•Biking  •Camping  •Green Games
•Stream Studies      •Healthy Cooking
•And other hands-on activities outdoors!
Before and aftercare available with most sessions. 
For info, contact Clare at 443-738-9220 or 
NgC@ExploreNature.org.

Outside experiences for  
children ages 2-15!

June 8 − August 21, 2015

Summer Nature Camp

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
JUNE 5-7, 2015

Preschool educators and administrators 
will connect to discover and share 

activities, insight and best practices. 

4TH ANNUAL

Nature Preschool  
Conference

Register Online!

THE SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF LEAVE NO TRACE ARE:

If each of us does our small part, we will make a big, positive difference on 
Maryland’s native habitats!

PLAN AHEAD AND PREPARE

TRAVEL AND CAMP ON DURABLE SURFACES

DISPOSE OF WASTE PROPERLY

LEAVE WHAT YOU FIND

MINIMIZE CAMPFIRE IMPACTS

RESPECT WILDLIFE

BE CONSIDERATE OF OTHER VISITORS

2

1

3

4

5

6

7

© Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics: www.LNT.org
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By The Nature Preschool at Irvine Staff

By Monica Wiedel-Lubinski, Irvine’s Director of The Nature Preschool

It’s hard to believe that our fifth year as a licensed preschool has come and 
gone! Over the last five years, we’ve seen some incredible growth (pun 
intended!). Enrollment is stronger than ever, reaching capacity for our 
site. We have established a robust Parent & Child Program which serves 
children from birth to age three and developed an Earth Friends Co-op, 
now expanded to serve home-schooled children grades K-3. We also earned 
NAEYC accreditation in 2014, setting us apart as a national leader in best 
practices for early learners.

Student Enrollment in The Nature Preschool 

 

At the heart of what we do, we help young children and their families 
explore. The wonder and inspiration that nature provides is boundless. 
Sharing nature’s magic fills us with joy and propels us to keep on growing!

If you’d like to learn more about The Nature Preschool, visit us at 
ExploreNature.org/nature-preschool or contact the Interim Preschool 
Director, Karen Madigan at MadiganK@ExploreNature.org. If you would 
like attend a professional development workshop tailored to early childhood 
educators or attend our 4th annual Nature Preschool Conference, June 5-7, 
visit ExploreNature.org. 

THE NATURE PRESCHOOL AT IRVINE: 

Five Years and Growing!

70

53

35

18

0
2010-2011 2012-2013

0-20 students

21-40 students 

41-60 students 

61-80 students

2014-2015
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By Laura Soder, Irvine’s Naturalist & Animal/Exhibit Coordinator

Visitors to the Kid’s Corner in Irvine’s Exhibit Hall have an opportunity 
to get an up-close look at an interesting spotted creature that may 
ordinarily be overlooked due to its small size – the red spotted newt!

Red spotted newts (also known as eastern newts) are native to Maryland  
and are related to salamanders, frogs and toads. Like most other amphibians, 
they start their life as an egg in quiet vernal pools or ponds. After they hatch 
as a tadpole, newts go through the incredible process of metamorphosis, 
gaining legs and the ability to breathe out of water with lungs.

But unlike frogs and toads, their transformation does not end there! 

Red spotted newts have an immature phase during which they spend 
time crawling around on the moist forest floor, with a beautiful flaming 
orange-red color to warn predators that they are toxic. The red eft, as 
they are called, spends up to 3 years as a terrestrial-dwelling animal before 
returning to the pond. 

Once they have matured, these newts develop a “keel” (or fin) on the top 
of their tail to aide in swimming and change to a muddy brown-green 
color with black spots. They will spend the rest of their lives living in the 
water, feeding on aquatic insects, worms and even other tadpoles.

Red Spotted Newt

Animal
Spotlight

The red spotted newt is bright orange or red as a juvenile. It can often be found on moist forest floors after rainfall.

Childhood should be joyful and wholesome! 

We believe it is every child’s right, as an 

integral part of the natural community, to 

develop a foundation of academic skills 

through encounters in the natural world. 

Now accepting applications for 2015- 

2016. For information, contact Monica 

Wiedel-Lubinski at 443-738-9213 or 

Monica@ExploreNature.org.

Save the Date

 
October 23, 2015

Our annual “ungala” is a fun and 
casual event that celebrates nature! 
Tickets go on sale later this summer.

Live Music • Dancing 
Catering by Linwoods • Cocktails   

Silent & Live Auctions 

Pumpkins on the Green
7th Annual
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From climbing trees to making mud pies to searching for toads on the 
nature trail, Kathleen Wade always arrives at The Nature Preschool with a 
smile on her face, ready to start another fun filled day with the kiddos. 

Kathleen, “Kat,” a Stevenson University work study student, started 
volunteering in the preschool in September 2013. The Stevenson work 
study program allows students to work between 10 and 15 hours per week 
at one of their partner organizations, such as Irvine Nature Center. 

Kat felt that working at Irvine “would be the perfect balance” for her 
busy schedule. Having worked in other preschool type settings, Kat knew 
she had a passion for working with young children but was eager to gain 
experience working with children in a nature-based learning environment. 
After working in The Nature Preschool for only a few short weeks, 
lead teacher Sophie Gerard was quick to acknowledge that Kat “is very 
hardworking, reliable and a great team player!” 

In March 2015, Kat was named Irvine’s volunteer of the month, an award 
that is chosen by the Irvine staff, because of her exceptional commitment 
to volunteerism. 

We are so lucky to work with such a talented and thoughtful individual.

By Kim Scotto, Irvine’s Volunteer Coordinator

Another Amazing  
Irvine Volunteer! 

Kat Wade volunteers in The Nature Preschool at Irvine several times a week. She is a student at  
Stevenson University.

WE NEED  
YOUR HELP!

SPECIAL EVENT VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers will assist with preparation of 
annual events. Duties include setup and 
breakdown, food prep, decorating, etc. 
Upcoming Events:  
Nature Preschool Conference on June 5, 6 
and 7; Native Plant Seminar on August 22; 
and Pumpkinfest on October 10 

YOUTH PROGRAM LEADERS
Irvine is seeking responsible youth leaders 
aged 14+ for our Summer Nature Camp. 
Help counselors deliver nature lessons, 
lead campers on hikes and play fun games. 
This program provides valuable training 
for future camp, environmental and 
education-related employment. 

FALL VOLUNTEER  
NATURALIST TRAINING
Become a volunteer naturalist at Irvine! 
This 4-session course will teach you 
how to lead educational trips for school 
groups. We’ll cover field trip themes, 
natural history, trail activities and teaching 
techniques. No experience necessary – just 
bring enthusiasm for working with kids!  
September 8, 10, 15 and 17 
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

If interested in volunteering,  
contact Kim Scotto at  
ScottoK@ExploreNature.org. 

Volunteer Spotlight
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Preferred Caterers Make A Difference

Funder 
Focus

The season is over and the votes are in!  Irvine’s second season of Eat, Drink & Learn was a resounding success. 
Upwards of 650 members and friends attended the evening programs over the season. 

They were welcomed with creative beverages, up-to-date information about our natural world and absolutely 
scrumptious food. Not only is it a toss up regarding which program was the most enjoyable and educational, but it is 
even harder to ascertain which menu was the best as they too all received very high marks!

We greatly appreciate the kindness from the caterers who generously donated, prepared and served food for this year’s 
series. As expressed by Courtney Sagal, Irvine’s Director of Community Engagement, “The caterers that donate meals 
for Irvine’s Eat, Drink and Learn series are incredible. The time and energy they put into creating the perfect menu 
allows me to focus my attention on the other important details of the event. I cannot begin to thank them enough!”

The food for each event was generously donated by one of Irvine’s preferred and green caterers. Irvine’s facilities are 
regularly rented for weddings, parties and mitzvahs and the renters choose from a list of providers who agree to meet 
our high “green” standards. 

If by chance you are looking for a caterer this summer, please consider using (and thanking) one of the following 
2014-2015 contributors: Chef’s Expressions, Santoni’s, Eat & Smile Catering, Zia’s Catering, The Classic 
Catering People and Table Field Catering.  

And next time you reach for a six pack or order a craft beer, please ask for a Raven. Raven Beer donated and served for 
our Locavores & Lagers program.

Look for our 2015-2016 series starting this September.

By Janet Harvey, Irvine’s Director of Development

Endowment is Not a Dirty Word
Interested in making a meaningful gift to Irvine? Consider supporting Irvine’s 
Land & Trails Endowment Campaign. 

“A healthy endowment is the soil that nourishes and supports our vision.”  
- W. Brooks Paternotte

Make your gift or pledge today to support Irvine’s future and our 116 acres of 
protected property. Contact Anna Lincoln Whitehurst at 443-738-9236 or 
WhitehurstAL@ExploreNature.org.

Looking for some wise-minded owls!   
Recognition you deserve for the legacy you leave

www.irvinelegacy.org



As winter wound down and spring took hold, a rainbow appeared just outside Irvine’s 
front doors.

February’s maple magic programs were headed up by an outstanding group of 
naturalists, including these five talented volunteers. They each received a hat and mug 
from the Nature Store in thanks!

Beautiful white trilliums bloomed throughout April and May in Irvine’s Woodland Garden.

SEE WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO FOR THE 
PAST FEW MONTHS. THERE’S ALWAYS 
SOMETHING GOING ON AT IRVINE!Your Irvine

at Work

Wood frog eggs showed up on the banks of  
Irvine’s stream. It’s rather unusual for frogs to lay in a 
moving stream!

“Mander” a yellow 
spotted salamander 
found by a student in 
The Nature Preschool 
was released into the 
wild by her class.

Photo by @dagfoto

Children in Irvine’s flourishing Eco-Explorers program, where Irvine instructors run afterschool programs at Baltimore 
schools, learned about wind in April.



Treehugger 5K winner Patrick Ahlgren passed the finish line 
with a time of 23 minutes and 17 seconds.

Julie Bernhardt and her daughter proudly crossed the 
finish line hand in hand.

Success! Michael Oxendine crosses the finish line 
victorious!

The Lumpkin Family – Robin, Tyler, Josh and John – ran 
together! They did a great job encouraging each other 
all the way through the meadows, woods and stream.

Executive Director Brooks Paternotte welcomed the crowd 
of 200 runners, and his daughter Emma counted the 
runners down to the start!

The 3.1-mile run around Irvine’s property took 
participants past the camp shelter before a pleasurable 
loop through the south meadow and then an intense 
uphill push in the central meadow.

PROJECT CLEAN STREAM | APRIL 11, 2015

Young people from Jemicy Upper School and the 
Conservation Corps collected 6 full bags of recyclables and 
200 cigarette butts from the area of Garrison Forest Road 
that Irvine sponsors through the Adopt-A-Road program.

Local citizens attempted to clean Irvine’s trails and high 
use areas, but barely found any trash! This of course says 
wonderful things about the stewardship behaviors of our 
Members and visitors.

Baltimore County children also took part in a cleanup at 
their school. One youngster began by saying, “Let’s all 
start cleaning the Earth!”

Who knew cleaning a pond could be so fun?! This WPM 
Real Estate Management staff member!

Students from Glyndon Elementary School participated 
in the cleanup around their school as part of their 
afterschool program, Eco-Explorers.

A dedicated group of WPM Real Estate Management 
employees collected 240 bottles and cans from the 
retaining pond in their office park near Irvine.

TREEHUGGER 5K | MAY 2, 2015
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By Katie Roof, Irvine’s Naturalist  
and Manager of School & Urban 
Education Programs

The monarchs are coming, the 
monarchs are coming!

The monarchs journey back to 
Maryland has been long and strenuous. 
New baby caterpillars munching away 
on milkweed have grown strong enough 
to fly far distances to this place we call 
home. It hasn’t been an easy road for 
these beautiful butterflies. 

Monarchs begin their journey north 
from Mexico in March following a 
reproductive clock to help build the 
next generation. Their biological clock 
had run out ending most of their lives 

in April. Before they breathed their last 
breath, they laid their eggs in breeding 
grounds around Texas. 

Anticipation had been building up as 
we waited for this new generation of 
monarch butterflies to make its way 
back to our meadows and milkweed by 
early May. 

If you have been seeing monarchs 
flying around, make sure you are 
not mistaken. For the monarch’s 
doppelganger, the viceroy, may have 
fooled you. These butterflies have 
adapted to survive by mimicking the 
patterns and colors of the poisonous 
monarchs. How can we tell these two 
species apart?

The differences between them are:
•  Viceroys have a black line crossing the 

post median hind wing. 
•  Monarchs are 3 3/8 - 4 7/8 inches  

and viceroys are smaller at only  
2 1/2 - 3 3/8 inches. 

•  Viceroys fly in a more erratic pattern 
while monarchs glide through the air.

•  Viceroys don’t migrate, but rather 
stay in Maryland as larvae until April 
where they will eat and molt into a 
butterfly by May.

The monarch wait won’t be too long 
this year because Irvine Nature Center is 
hoping to raise them in our brand new 
butterfly house!

Race to the Treasure! Buggy Balance! Camp Antics! 
All games in the Nature Store at Irvine are hard to find 
elsewhere, and all make great gifts.

Monarch Viceroy

Signs 
 Season
   

of the

WHAT’S NEW IN  
THE NATURE STORE?
School’s out for the summer! 

Be sure to stop by the Nature Store for all your summer must haves including 
insulated water bottles, reusable lunchboxes and storage containers, and Irvine 
t-shirts, totes and backpacks. Available in a variety of colors, Irvine logowear is the 
perfect gift for campers, camp parents and grandparents too! 

Also, check out the wide variety of green board games for children and adults of all 
ages. From Slips and Ladders to Bird Bingo to Snake Oil, enjoy hours of board game 
fun around the campfire or lounging around on the sandy beach. 

Best of all – don’t forget to stop by Irvine every Wednesday! Irvine members receive 
an additional 10% off their purchase. 

Happy Shopping!  
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WE’RE THRILLED TO HAVE A GREAT BUNCH OF NEW MEMBERS WHO JOINED OVER THE SPRING.  
MEMBERS HELP US CARE FOR OUR TRAILS, PROVIDE QUALITY ANIMAL CARE AND MAINTAIN THE  
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM. THANKS SO MUCH!

WELCOME TO IRVINE, NEW MEMBERS!

Mrs. Rachel Alborough
Mrs. Hillary Alexander
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon 
 Altschuler
Dr. and Dr. Eric Anderson
Dr. Michael Andorsky
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Anthis
Mrs. Celia Bardoff
Ms. Tamara Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Bartock
Ms. Sarah Bell
Mrs. Melissa Benford
Ms. Veena Bettegowda
Mrs. Jacquie Brannan
Mr. and Mrs. John Brian
Mrs. Mariette Burger
Mr. and Mrs. Oguz Celebi
Ms. Marla Collings
Mrs. Colleen Condon
Mrs. Marianne Crampton
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Crawley
Mrs. Dorene Creaney
Mrs. Amber Crocetti-Smith
Mrs. Kristi Dabney
Paula and Gregory Derry
Mrs. Michelle Dierker
Mr. Colin Drane
Ms. Megan Duffy and  
 Mr. David Ellison
Mr. Keenan Dworak-Fisher
Mrs. Amanda Dymond
Ms. Amy Ensor
Mrs. Summer Foust
Ms. Stacey Frank
Ms. Tasha Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Goodrich
Mrs. Megan Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn Hampt
Mrs. Heather Harrison
Ms. Arielle Harry-Bess

Ms. Megan Hentges
Mrs. Noelle Hickok
Mrs. Leigh Hines
Mr. Jeffrey Hoelter
Mr. Louis Hogan
Ms. Gracie Hosford
Ms. Esha Janssens
Ms. Juliette Jones
Ms. Deana L. Karras
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Kellog
Ms. Meredith Klein
Mr. and Mrs. Micahel Kowalis
Mr. Jeffrey Krach
Mrs. Carrie Lang
Mrs. Phyllis Letersky
Mr. Shih-Chieh Lin
Ms. Megan Lookingbill
Ms. Janina Lovelace
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel V. Mace
Ms. Joanna Macris Jones
Dr. Beth Marshall
Mr. Nicholas McDaniels
Mrs. Amber McGinnis
Mrs. Sarah Michaels
Mrs. Katrina Mills
Ms. Katie Mychailyszyn
Mrs. Rebecca Myers
Mrs. Colleen Newman
Ms. Alethea Nickerson
Mrs. Kristin Nightwine
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Orthwein
Mrs. Jaime Parton
Wendy and Jan Perry
Ms. Jana Ponczak
Dr. Barry Reicher
Mr. Frederic Rey and  
 Ms. Julie Hiscox
Mrs. Robyn Riter
Mrs. Eva Roque
 

Mrs. Amy Rudai
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis A. Scharff
Mrs. Elizabeth Sheesley
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Shobe
Ms. Kerry Skarda and  
 Mr. Christian E. Lallo
Mrs. Tricia Stavros
Mrs. Sarah Stockard
Ms. Sarah Thompson
Ms. Sakkara Turpin
Dr. Michelle Tuten
Ms. Jill Venezian
Ms. Amy Walsh
Mrs. Danielle Watts
Ms. Elizabeth Weber
Maureen Webster

Liting Yan

THANK YOU TO

OUR NEW AND

RENEWING CORPORATE

PARTNERS!
Black Oak Associates
Constellation,  
 an Exelon Company
Cornerstone Financial
Cowan Systems, LLC
Edgesource
Greenspring Associates
Harbor Investment Advisory,
 LLC
Hardesty Capital Management
Hord Coplan Macht, Inc.
L. Warner Companies, Inc.
McCormick & Company, Inc.
Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP
Peapod
Platt Development Group, Inc.
Royals Commercial Services,
 Inc.

Stevenson University
Transamerica
Vane Brothers

The Whit Harvey Group

THANK YOU TO  
OUR NEW AND 
RENEWING 
FOUNDATIONS  
& GRANTS!
The Baltimore City Foundation
The Dillon Fund
L’Aiglon Foundation
Sylvan Laureate Foundation

We make every effort to  
ensure the accuracy of this list. 
If you notice any errors, please 
accept our apologies and 
contact us at 443-738-9227 or 
BeckerV@ExploreNature.org.

Members Only S’mores!
June 28, 6-8 p.m.

Call 443-738-9220 to register.
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By Rob Mardiney, Irvine’s Director 
of Education

Each year, Irvine offer dozens of 
courses, workshops and other 
presentations for teachers focusing on 
science and environmental education. 
Professional Development, one of our 
less-publicized programs, helps Irvine 
extend its reach to thousands  
of additional students indirectly.

This spring, for example, Baltimore 
County teachers took a 15-hour 
course on Animals Adaptations 
designed to help them better 
understand their science curriculum 
and share dozens of hands-on, indoor 
and outdoor activities and student 
projects. Teachers constructed wooden 
bird boxes, made mini worm farms, 
learned about bird migration, animal 
classification, habitats and other 
topics. One teacher commented on 
her evaluation: 

This course was informative, 
engaging and so much better 
than any other course I have 
ever taken! I would absolutely 
take another course through 
Irvine in the future. 
Another wrote: 

This class was great and 
extremely relevant to what  
I teach. The hands-on 
activities were wonderful.
See our webpage for other offerings 
including, Elementary Environmental 
Leader Series, Experiencing Nature 
Indoors and Out and many more. 

Busy Teaching Teachers  
TAKING A CLOSER LOOK  
AT SUNSCREEN
While you can’t dispute the 
importance of protecting your 
skin  by wearing sunscreen, a closer 
look indicates that some sunscreens 
could cause serious environmental 
damage. Studies have found that  
sunscreens potentially play a role in 
coral bleaching. Roughly 6,000 tons 
of sunscreen is released annually by 
tourists in reef areas, and because 
sunscreens are often petroleum-based, 
they don’t biodegrade.

Find a sunscreen that protects 
your health and the environment. 
Look for sunscreens that are free of 
petrochemical active ingredients. By  
all accounts, old fashioned zinc-oxide  
is as safe as ever!

NATURE TIP

2015 Native Plant  
Seminar & Sale

Saturday,  
August 22
9 a.m. _ 4 p.m. 
REGISTER NOW: 
www.ExploreNature.org
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MEMBERS ONLY
FAMILY 
CAMPFIRE 
EVENT
Bring the whole 
family and join 
us down by the barn for a 
crackling campfire, games, music  
and of course s’mores! All ages. 
Sunday, June 28, 6 – 8 p.m.
Free for Members!

DELICIOUS IN A JAR:  
MEMBERS’ JAM!
Beth Lacey Gill of Irvine Nature 
Center and Sweetness Follows fame 
invites adult members to learn the art 
of making jams and jellies. You will get 
step-by-step directions for creating a 
delicious jelly out of seasonal summer 
fruit. Adults will specifically enjoy this, 
but children over 13 may accompany 
their parents.
Sunday, August 9, 1 – 3 p.m.
$5 per Member

MONARCH WATCH
The final weeks of summer mark the 
start of an amazing migration! Catch, 
tag and release monarchs at Irvine 
as part of an ongoing citizen science 
program, Monarch Watch, and find 
out how you can take an active role 
in helping these butterflies survive 
their incredible journey. This program 
includes a tour of Irvine’s new Butterfly 
House! All ages. 
Sunday, September 13, 1 – 3 p.m.
Free for Members!

FOR CHILDREN
COOKIES AND CANVAS –  
ANIMALS ON  
SUMMER VACATION!
Beat the heat at Irvine on a Saturday 
morning eating cookies and painting 
nature! Cookies and Canvas is a step-
by-step painting class with instructions 
for your child to come home with  
a masterpiece. Children paint on 
gallery wrapped canvas, which is ready 
to hang with no framing required. 
Each session offers a new lesson in a 
series specially created for Irvine! Ages 
5 & up – kids only. Children under 
5 permitted with parental guidance. 
Cookies provided – feel free to bring 
your own snack instead. 

HOW TO REGISTER
 THERE ARE 4 WAYS TO REGISTER:
 1. Call 443-738-9220.
 2. Email Programs@ExploreNature.org.
 3. Register on-site at Irvine. 
 4.  Visit www.ExploreNature.org  

and look for online registration.

CANCELLATION POLICIES
Irvine may cancel programs due to bad 
weather. If Irvine cancels a program, 
fees will be refunded. If you cancel your 
reservation less than one week before  
the program, no refund will be given.

PAYMENT IS REQUIRED AT TIME  
OF REGISTRATION.

Saturdays, June 20, July 18, August 15
 and September 19
10 a.m. – Noon
Each class: $16 members,  
 $20 non-members

TALES & TAILS!
Join Irvine for a few animal stories 
followed by an up close interaction  
with Irvine’s animal friends! All ages 
(with adult). 
Every Friday from June 26 through  
 September 18 (except July 3 and  
 August 21)
10 – 10:45 a.m.
Free!
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KID’S NIGHT OUT
Enjoy the evening out while your 
kids enjoy a fun-filled night of nature 
activities. Children will participate 
in activities including arts and crafts, 
animal encounters, nature games and 
even a tasty pizza dinner. Space is 
limited so be sure to register early!  
Ages 5-9. 
Fridays, June 26, July 24, August 28  
 and September 25
6 – 9 p.m.
Each session: $30 /child for members,  
 $40 /child for non-members
All 4 sessions: $100 /child for members, 
 $140/child for non-members

TURTLES, TERRAPINS & 
TORTOISES
Get an up-close encounter with 
Irvine’s resident turtles. Learn facts, ask 
questions and see what it’s like to live a 
slow, long life. All ages.
Sunday, June 28
10 – 11 a.m.
Free for members, $10 non-members

MID-SUMMER MINI-CAMPS
Take a break from your normal 
summer routine and come explore 
nature with us! These mid-summer 
mini camps offer the best activities – 
arts and crafts, nature games, animal 
encounter and more! Sign up for one 
day or the whole series. Each day has a 

different theme! Children should wear 
nature-friendly clothing and bring a 
lunch. Ages 5-9.
Tuesday, June 30 (Ahoy Matey – Pirates)
Wednesday, July 1 (Animal Superheroes)
Thursday, July 2 (Dinosaurs Dig)
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Per session:  
 $65 members,  
 $75 non-members 

SLUGS & BUGS
Turn over logs and rocks to uncover 
all sorts of creepy crawlies during 
this naturalist-led hike. Bring a water 
canteen, binoculars and your bug field 
guide! All ages.
Sunday, July 19
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Free for members, $10 non-members

STREAM SEARCHIN’
Enjoy a fun hike to our stream and 
immerse in some aquatic exploration 
to find critters like crayfish, caddisflies 
and salamanders. Ages 6 & up.
Saturday, August 1
10 – 11:30 a.m.
Free for members, $10 non-members

HUMMINGBIRD HEAVEN
Hummingbirds are beginning their 
migration south for the winter. Learn 
about their annual journey and make a 
hummingbird feeder to fuel their trip! 
Ages 5 & up.
Saturday, August 29
10 – 11:30 a.m.
$5 members, $15 non-members

FOR CHILDREN continued

Get $5 off per 
session when 
registering for 

multiple sessions.

YOUTH 
PROGRAMS

INTRO TO BIRDING
Youth birders are invited to meet at 
Irvine for a hike to identify some 
of our summer resident birds. No 
experience with birding is necessary, 
but a willingness to learn tricks and 
techniques to identify birds is a must. 
Bring your own binoculars or borrow 
ours. Ages 10 & up.
Saturday, September 19
3 – 5 p.m.
Free!

PARENT AND 
CHILD CLASSES

CHILDREN’S NATURE SEMESTER – 
SUMMER SESSION!
Toddlers explore nature with their 
favorite adult during an introductory 
session of outdoor learning. Live animal 
encounters and nature walks are part of 
the fun! This is the perfect introduction 
to our spring and fall Children’s Nature 
Semester programs and our approach 
at The Nature Preschool. Sign up with 
your little one to discover the wonders 
of wildlife together! 
Choose one date:
Saturdays, June 27 or August 15, or 
 Sundays, July 19, August 16 or  
 August 23
10 – 11:30 a.m.
$15 members; $25 non-members
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FAMILIES
FATHER’S DAY SNACK WITH  
THE ANIMALS
Looking for the perfect way to spend 
Father’s Day? Bring your dad to 
observe animal feeding time at Irvine. 
Find out what our resident animals like 
to munch on, see some critters enjoy 
a tasty meal and share a delicious treat 
with dad! All ages.
Sunday, June 14
1 – 2 p.m.
$5 per family membership,  
 $15 non-members 

FIRE(FLY) WORKS
The fireworks are over, but the fireflies 
are just getting started! Join us as we 
explore the amazing world of these 
luminescent beetles, play games and 
create some “cold light” of our own! 
All ages (with adult).
Friday, July 10
7:30 – 9 p.m.
$5 per member family,  
 $15 per non-member family

COLORFUL WINGS
Kick off the start of National Moth 
Week with a visit to Irvine’s meadows 
and forest. We’ll search for caterpillars 
and learn more about the interesting 
lives of butterflies and moths. We’ll be 
sure to get an up-close look at the scaly 
winged adults in Irvine’s new Butterfly 
House! Ages 5 & up (with adult).
Sunday, July 19
1 – 3 p.m. 
Free for members, $10 non-members

FAMILY NIGHT HIKE  
AND CAMPFIRE
Let’s take a night hike to watch for 
bats, listen for owls and test our senses 
in the dark. We’ll finish the hike with  
a campfire and s’mores. Ages 5 &  
up suggested.
Friday, September 18
7 – 9 p.m.
$10 per member family,  
 $20 per non-member family

Want to stay the night? Arrive between 
5 and 6:30 p.m. to set-up your tent at 
our campsite then meet us at the Exhibit 
Hall at 7 p.m. An adult must be present 
with your group. Naturalist will not be 
staying overnight. Price includes night 
hike and campfire.
$30 per member family,  
 $50 per non-member family of 4  
$15 additional to rent a 4-person tent

FOR ADULTS
BEEKEEPING BASICS
Honey bees are fascinating to watch, 
and beekeeping is a great family activity. 
Plus, honeybees make gardens and fruit 
trees more productive, and the honey 
they produce is delicious! This 2-session 
course will cover everything you need 
in order to have thriving bees from 
the start, including equipment, honey 
bee biology, dealing with stings, year-
round management, swarm control, 
diseases and honey extracting. Great for 
beginning and intermediate beekeepers, 
or anyone generally interested in honey 
bees. This two-part course includes 
hands-on work in the apiary and is 
taught by renowned naturalist and 
Master Beekeeper Steve McDaniel.
Saturdays, July 18 and 25
9 a.m – 3 p.m
$40 members, $50 non-members 
 Couples: $60 members,  
 $75 non-members
If you also signed-up for the course last 
March, please call Clare to register!  
443-738-9220

NATIVE PLANT SEMINAR
Join us for the 24th annual Native 
Plant Seminar & Sale! It’s perfect for 
homeowners, garden club enthusiasts, 
nursery/landscape professionals, land 
managers and environmental educators. 
Three post-seminar workshops will 
be offered in the afternoon. This 
seminar provides a great opportunity to 
increase your knowledge about native 
vegetation, sustainable practices and the 
conservation of our regional landscapes.
Saturday, August 22
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Prices vary, $25-80

FALL VOLUNTEER NATURALIST 
TRAINING
Become a volunteer naturalist at Irvine! 
This 4-session course will teach you 
how to lead educational trips for school 
groups. We’ll cover field trip themes, 
natural history, trail activities and 
teaching techniques. No experience 
necessary – just bring enthusiasm for 
working with kids! Plan to attend  
all dates.
Tuesday, September 8; Thursday, 
 September 10; Tuesday, September 15 
 and Thursday, September 17
9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. each day
Free



11201 Garrison Forest Road
Owings Mills, MD 21117
443-738-9200
www.ExploreNature.org

Established as a non-profit environmental 
education organization in 1975, Irvine Nature 
Center educates and inspires current and future 
generations to explore, respect and protect 
nature. Irvine fulfills its mission through outdoor 
environmental education programs and events. 
Program offerings include public nature programs, 
Summer Nature Camp, school field trips, The 
Nature Preschool, Nature in the Classroom, teacher 
professional development, group programs and special 
events. Irvine features a green building, a trail system with 6 miles of trails, native 
plant gardens, live animals, interactive exhibits, a kid’s corner and the Nature Store. 
Irvine also serves as a community resource for natural history information. 

We are supported by our members and generous donors.

ADMISSION
Our trails, gardens and exhibits are 
open to the public free of charge. 
We encourage you to sign the guest 
book and consider a donation or 
membership, as these gifts keep 
Irvine green and free. Programs and 
special events often require a fee.

NATURE STORE
The Nature Store at Irvine has 
something for everyone: handmade 
lunch bags, local honey and jams, 
and Irvine shirts and hoodies. We also 
offer our own special mix of birdseed 
custom blended based on studies by 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

DIRECTIONS
Irvine Nature Center is located  
in Owings Mills, Maryland at 
11201 Garrison Forest Road. From 
the Baltimore Beltway, take exit 20 
(Reisterstown Rd.) headed north 
toward Garrison. Turn right onto 
Greenspring Valley Road. At the first 
stop sign, turn left onto Garrison 
Forest Road. Go approximately 
2 miles to Irvine Nature Center’s 
entrance on the right.

To find out more, visit  
WWW.EXPLORENATURE.ORG

HOURS
Open daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

NATURE STORE HOURS
Daily, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
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